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The Rock sh Sanctuary Newsle er

from the crow’s nest...

Happy Spring! Everything is pink and purple. ﬁ[m JMS‘&:

We devote some space in this issue
of our newsletter to Wood Ducks. Why Wood

Hygow }sy ewo? Figeywi VsgoAwl Wergxy- In Just-

ary (read: Nathou) is the regional expert on spring lmer T sl s ek
waterfowl. Along with our local Wood Ducks luscious the little

in need, come those from other Rehabbers lame baloonman

around the state. This also explains why our

statistics scream of more than our fair share whistles far and wee

of these web/claw footed beauties.

Jpewlj/u X1i VsgoAwl Wergxyev} e{evh-
ih miw ziv} Avwx E{evh jsv K;;sh Wxi{evhwlnt piracies and it's
last month. You will be surprised and pleased .

. . spring
to learn that the rescued animal involved was
not a native Virginian. We will not be asking when the world is puddle-wonderful
for funds to build an enclosure for it!

and eddieandbill come
running from marbles and

In April, our Board was treated to a g:g gzl;l?)%rnman whistles
zwix xs x1i Qsrxgips Kexi lsywi sjAgi sj Oex
Q g ywr SIAg S| far and wee

Imhoff, Vice President at Monticello, and her

Assistant Catherine Redfern. They arranged e BEEREEIEnE GRme CRmEne

e rsrlitvsAx hizipstqirx mwrwivzigi jsv yw from hop-scotch and jump-rope and
{xl Hefri} Oiw Getwep Geqterkr Hivigxsv _

for the Piedmont Environmental Council. Her Iit's

informal presentation was well done and very spring

helpful. We are grateful for their time, the ex- and

periences they shared with us, and of course, the

the spectacular tea sandwiches as well! Hugs

and Thanks to all three. goat-footed

More good news... Nathou’s assistant,

trained Rehabber, Bev Raymand, will be with baloonman whistles

us for another season. What good things we LT
: . and
do with your gd@nations! wee

Nowgwith many more stories to tell,
numbers¢to eount, folks to thank, and funds .
to raiSe, lets get busy! G 6. GUMMINGS

Wetbegin the Spring newsletter with a
seasonal poem by e.e. cummings. Enjoy.=

Erla Hagan, Editor
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if a Wood Duck could...

Rarely seen on marine wa-
ters, the Wood Duck (Aix sponsa)
is a bird of wooded wetlands and
slow-moving, tree-lined rivers, with
a preference for deciduous-tree
habitats.

A very colorful duck, con-
sidered by many as the most beau-
tiful of all waterfowl, the Wood
Duck is one of only a few North
American ducks that nest in trees.
These trees are always near or over
water.

As perching ducks (Tribe
Cairinini) the Wood Duck’s feet
have adapted for perching with
sharp claws as well as the de rigor
webbed feet for swimming. Addi-
tionally, their wings are proportion-
ately broader (28”) than those of
other ducks, making them adept at
twisting and turning as they adroitly
thread their way through branches
of trees.

Wood Ducks can forage in
the water the easy way by taking
food from the surface or up-ending
themselves, the hard way, to reach
the food under water. While aquatic
plant seeds make up the majority of
their diet, insects and other aquatic
invertebrates are also eaten. Come

winter, they graze on land, particu-
larly areas with oak trees. Acorns
evi e wkriAgerx wsyvgi sj {irxiv
food.
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As Wood Duck pairs form in
January on their wintering grounds,
most of the birds arrive at the breed-
ing grounds in the spring already
in monogamous pairs. The Wood
Duck is the only North American
duck that can produce two broods
in one year (Just ask Nathou)!

Wood Ducks nest in natu-
ral cavities near or above water-
up to 65’ high. The most common
natural cavities are Pileated Wood-
tigoiv Ispiwd Fyx evwAgiep riwx
boxes can be used as well. Natural
cavities must be a minimum of 11”.
They are in short supply due to so
many young forests. Fortunately,
the Wood Duck readily uses nest
“boxes” provided by people like
you. With no such boxes available,
many females lay eggs in the nests
of other females. These “dump”
nests can hold up to 40 eggs and
rarely hatch as many eggs as a reg-
ular nest. Nine to fourteen eggs are
laid and incubated for 25-35 days.
After the female begins incubation,
the pair breaks up.

After hatching, the duck-
lings, from their single parent nest,
jump down from the nest tree,
sometimes as high as 65’ without
injury. They immediately make their
way to water where they are able
to swim and feed themselves. Oth-
er than distracting predators, the
female does not help them in any
way. She continues this protective
behavior for 5-6 weeks but leaves
fijsvi xli} ger aR Xli} aihki
on their own when they are 8 to 9
weeks old.

Jigepiw wis{ wwsrk Ahip-
ity to the sites where they hatched
and lead their mates back to those
sites in the spring. By the looks of
our last year's Wood Duck stats,
xIswi &ihknrkw {1 tvsFigwl Arh
x1i VsgoAwl Wergxyev}:m
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you can do it...

The population of the Wood
Duck was in serious decline at the
beginning of the 20th century as a
result of over-hunting and loss of
suitable nesting sites. Changes in
game laws in 1912 and the con-
struction of nesting boxes in suit-
able habitat resulted in this species’
return to sustainable numbers.

Landowners can help en-
courage Wood Ducks by building
and monitoring suitably placed
Wood Duck nest boxes near lakes,
ponds, and streams. Wood Ducks
readily adapt to man-made boxes
in areas where natural cavities are
limited. Please, do not construct a
wood duck nest box unless it will
be protected from predators and
placed in or adjacent to a suitable
water site. An all important conical
guard placed below the nest box
is absolutely necessary to protect
eggs and chicks from climbing rac-
coons, rat snakes and other preda-
tors.

Itis best to erect nest boxes
in the shallow, permanent water of
a marsh or pond with a good mix
of open water and emergent plant
cover. An adequate amount of in-
terspersed wetland vegetation will
provide both food and escape
cover. Mount boxes on poles about
52” to 60” above highest seasonal
water levels.

The Wood Duck is not a
colonial nesting species. Wood
Ducks evolved as solitary nesters
in forested wetlands where natu-
ral cavities were widely scattered.
Nest box projects should mimic na-
ture. Space the units so that they
are not in view of each other. Boxes
placed close together encourages
nest “dumping”. Dumping will de-
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feat your conservation effort.

The best time to erect nest
boxes is December through Febru-
ary. Wood Ducks do not carry any
nesting material into the nest. Place
3” of wood shavings in the box for
insulation.

Construction of nest box
units can be an enjoyable and re-
warding experience for individual
or groups interested in a hands-on
conservation effort.

Once a protected species,
today the Wood Duck is a popular
game bird, second only to the Mal-
lard in numbers shot each year in
the United States.

Ewo Ksskpi jsv [ ssh Hygo
Nesting Boxes on your computer
or call the Sanctuary for plansm
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up close...

Say, have you heard the one
about the Mallard in the Roanoke
water treatment tank? Seems this
Ysyrk gepi aiL3jip mrxs e {exiv
tank and got stuck there
for 3 months. Water
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a dog. His shell was fringed all
around the edge. The predator had
tried very hard to get to the softer
parts! Because he needed antibiot-
ics and because it was so cold, he
stayed at the Sanctuary all winter.

logged feathers are not

conducive to lift off.

The Mallard had
worn his nails down
to raw nubs trying to
climb out of the tank.
His feathers and natu-
ral oils were ruined by
the treated water. For-
tunately, while workers
at the treatment plant
could not get to the
duck, they were able
to throw food into the
tank.

The treatment
tanks at this facility are
drained annually and
the Mallard was res-
cued. In November,
Rehabbers in Roanoke
transferred the duck to
xIi VsgoAwl Wergxy-
ary. As mentioned ear-
lier, Nathou Attinger is
the regional expert on
Virginia waterfowl.

After weeks of
trying to get him into
a plastic baby pool,
he once again took to
it “Just like a duck to
water”. Then after a
few more weeks of try-
ing to get him to come
out of the baby pool, he
emerged nicely mend-
ed. As soon as all of his

Our Animal Census 2006
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Box Turtles, when moved
from their natural home by dogs,
children, and well intentioned peo-
ple must be released in the exact
spot where they were captured.
If this does not happen, the turtle
will spend the rest of his days wan-
dering in ever widening
circles trying to get back
home. Is this why so
many of them insist on

Avian- Red Tail Hawks | 1 Owls 2 crossing the road? Driv-
S 1 bhoeb ” en back to the scene of

O€bes the crime by Nathou, the
Bluebirds 11 Peacocks 4 turtle was released on

. . a stream bank. Please

Bluejays 39 | (B 4 .

12y Quail (Buttons) drive carefully!
Gerehe Kiiwi 6 Rabbits 12 A novice Rehabber
Cardinals 3 Ravens 1 N DanVIlle,. VA found a
baby Bluejay that had
Carolina Wrens 17 Robins 14 been attacked by some-
; thing hungry or bored.
Cedar Wax Wings 4

: : o SIS OME L Taking the Jay into her
Chimney Swifts S Skunks 6 house, she began his
s 4 rehabilitation. While the
Sparrows / bird lived in her home,
Deer (fawns) 3 FoEe 1 two unfortunate things
Domestic Ducks 1 : happened. The “new at
Starlings 11 this” Rehabber became
Doves 4 Swallows 3 increasingly attached to
Finches 5 the little guy. Realizing
Toads 1 that she was commit-
NETD S 2 L 1 urte (Box) 3 ting the cardinal sin of
Kvi} Wuymwvipw 42 . Rehabbers and compro-
Vireo (Red Eyed) 3 mising the bird’s chanc-
House Sparrows L [ White Throated spar- | 1 es of eventual release
Hummingbirds 3 row back into the wild, she
onhii " el Bk - ethically transported the
wneey 00d ~ucks fvh xs VsgoAwl Wergxy-

Mallards 22 Woodpeckers 6 ary.

. . Now the second un-
Mocking Birds 3 Wrens 3 fortunate thing... While
Mice 7 Birds (species un- 2 the little bird lived in
Nuthatches 2 known) Ihls Dzn\glle_ hgn;e, tEe

Grand Total 301 garne o Imitate the
Oppossums 1 ring of a cell phone. He

damaged feathers are
replaced, he will be released.

In December, a local Box
Turtle was dug out of hibernation
by some hungry animal, probably

After a lot of hamburger sprinkled
with essential calcium, the turtle,
with a 520 gram rescue weight ,
was ready for release at the end of
Qevgl ex e Ax9:4 kveqw?

was released from our
Sanctuary this Spring after he had
grown a full set of new feathers.
If you hear a phone ringing in the
trees, don’t even try to answer it.m






